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nitions of the class of destination. Consequently, fertility should be expected to decline at successively higher levels in the social-class hierarchy partly because those persons in higher positions are, on the average, more mobile than those below them. On the other hand, as the top of the hierarchy is ap proached, this inverse differential may be reversed precisely because, in contrast to those immediately below them, social mobility may be less characteristic of persons at the top levels. The following analysis of the fertility patterns of a small group of persons of high socio-economic status in Philadelphia should be conceived of as an exploratory attempt to test the existence of an inverse relationship between upward social mobility and family size.
In 1940, 770 residents of Philadelphia were listed in W h o ' s W h o i n A m e r i c a .^ On the basis of selected criteria of social mobility, this comparatively homogeneous Philadelphia elite will be divided into various sub-groups in order to test the hypothesis that the less mobile parents have the largest fam ilies. There are, of course, both advantages and limitations in using these W h o ' s W h o biographies to test this relationship.
In the first place, the fact that persons listed in W h o ' s W h o are, from the standpoint of society as a whole, a relatively homogeneous socio-economic group is a decided advantage. On the other hand, the inferential nature of the various in dices of social mobility used below is, of necessity, a limiting factor. The fertility data, in addition, suffer from omissions which are characteristic of W h o ' s W h o biographies (^see be low). As a result of these and other considerations, the present analysis is intended more to suggest the potential value of the fertility/mobility hypothesis than presuming to confirm or reject it; In most societies, there are people at the top of the class pyramid who, coming from " old family" backgrounds and 2 often possessing inherited wealth, may be considered of high ascribed social-class position. In Philadelphia, the S o c i a l R e g i s t e r is a convenient listing of families whose members, on the whole, possess these attributes of high ascribed position.® On the other hand, there are the so-called " self-made men" who presumably have achieved their high occupational status largely through their own efforts and sacrifices. (4 ) In order to test the fertility/mobility hypothesis, the 770 Philadelphians who were listed in W h o ' s W h o in 1940 may be divided into two groups-^the 226 persons who were also listed in the S o c i a l R e g i s t e r in that year and the 544 persons who were not so listed.^ While both of these groups within the Philadelphia elite were composed of persons with high occupational, edu cational, and income positions in the City, the 226 listed also in the S o c i a l R e g i s t e r were more likely, on the whole, to have been of high ascribed position (less mobile), whereas the high positions of the remaining 544 were more likely to have been achieved (more mobile). For example, it is reason able to infer that a private, secondary school education, Pro testant religious affiliation, and the ties of place and tradition are, among other things, useful indices of high ascribed social class position in America; the evidence in Table 1 ® Chi squares were computed to test the statistical significance of the relation ships between these attributes of social mobility and Social R egister affiliation ( Table 1 ). The tests revealed that all the relationships, except " Protestant Religion" , were significant. The values for P were .001 for " Private Secondary Schooling" , " B om on Eastern Seaboard" , and " Bom in Philadelphia" ; .01 for " Born in the United States" ; and .10 for " Protestant Religion" .
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The M ilbank M em oria l F und Quarterly older men and women. Of those reporting age (719 or 94 per cent), all were over thirty-six years of age in 1940, a large majority (83 per cent) were over fifty, and their mean age in 1940 was 61.6 years. Those persons listed in the S o c i a l R e g i s W h o ' s W h o in 1940, they will be discussed separately below.® What are the marital and family characteristics of the two groups of males within this listing of distinguished Philadel phians? In the first place, while 92 per cent of the total report ever having been married, those also listed in the S o c i a l R e g i s t e r are more likely to report marriage (95 per cent ever mar-« It is of interest to note that Kiser and Schacter found that " women comprise only about 6 per cent of all persons listed in the last edition (1948) (1949) ried) than the remainder (90 per cent ever married). This differential in the proportion married is the first clue to the more familistic nature of the former, less mobile group.
As the under-reporting of children in W h o ' s W h o biog raphies makes any estimate of the number of childless mar riages in this sample extremely hazardous, the fertility patterns of parents, rather than married couples, will be analyzed below. From other sources, there is some evidence that, if anything, there are fewer childless couples within the S o c i a l R e g i s t e r group. For example, it was found that at least six " Social Registerite" fathers in this study (all with more than three children) failed to report the names of their children in W h o ' s W h o .
The fertility rates of SOI male parents are presented in Table 2 . The parents also listed in the S o c i a l R e g i s t e r tend to have larger families, and are less likely to have only children and more likely to have large families (three or more children), than the remaining parents listed only in W h o ' s W h o .^ Here, then, are two groups of male parents of high socio-economic status in Philadelphia; those parents who have been apparently less mobile than the rest are more likely to report large families.
A comparison of the distributions in Table 2 by Chi Square analysis indicates a statistically significant degree of association between family size and S o c ia l R e g is t e r affiliation (P = .02-.0S). As an additional test of the fertility/mobility hypothesis, education, religious affiliation, and birthplace of parent-^pre sumed indices of ascribed status and mobility-^will now be viewed in relation to differences in family size.
In the first place, perhaps a private secondary school edu cation, which depends almost entirely on the socio-economic position of, one's parents, may be an even more valid index of high ascribed social-class position than S o c i a l R e g i s t e r affiliation. If this is true, privately educated parents, regard less of S o c i a l R e g i s t e r affiliation, should be expected to have more children than those parents without the advantages of this start in life and all that it implies in the way of wealth and social contacts.® The inverse relationship between fertility and social mobility is suggested once again in Table 3 which indicates that privately educated parents tend to have the largest families. Moreover, family size remains the same within the group of privately educated parents, regardless of S o c i a l R e g i s t e r affiliation.
In America, Protestants, on the whole, tend to have higher ® There is, of course, no way of ascertaining the differences in inherited wealth between these various sub-groups in W h o ' s W h o . There is reason to believe, how ever, that inherited wealth, perhaps more than wealth fe r se, is an important variable in fertility differentials within the higher socio-economic stratum. This factor may be especially important where professional education demands sacrifices during the child-bearing period.
S o c ia l R e g is t e r N o n So c ia l R e g is t e r R e l ig io u s A f f i l i a t i o n OF M a l e P a r e n t s social origins than non-Protestants. As shown in Table 4 , for example, there is only one non-Protestant parent in the S o c i a l R e g i s t e r group. Within this Philadelphia elite, Episcopalians have the highest ascribed social class positions.® Consequently, it is pertinent to note that {see Table 4 ) the Episcopalian parents tend to have larger families than the other Protestant parents.^® Furthermore, the Episcopalian parents who are also listed in the S o c i a l R e g i s t e r , presumably the least mobile parents, have larger families than even the non-Protestants. In other words, using religious affiliation as an index of dif ferential mobility. Table 4 indicates that, at least within the Protestant group, fertility is inversely related to social mobility.
A f f i l i a t i o n A f f i l i a t i o n
Upward social mobility often coincides with horizontal mo bility. Especially in the small town, one rarely " crosses the tracks" within the same community where everyone knows The relatively high fertility of the ''Other Protestant" parents who are not listed in the S o c i a l R e g is t e r (Table 4 ) is partially explained by the presence of three Swedeborgian parents who report eight, ten, and twelve children respectively. p a re n ts b y S o c ia l R e g is t e r a ffilia tio n a n d b ir th p la c e .
" who" one is. On the contrary, one must move out, and usually to the large city, in order to escape previous social definitions. In Philadelphia in 1940, almost two-thirds (64 per cent) of the persons listed in W ho' s W ho were born outside the metropoli tan area. Thus persons who have achieved success in the City are presumably more mobile than the residents of Philadelphia as a whole. It has been shown that members of the Social R egister group are less horizontally mobile than the remain ing persons listed only in W ho' s W ho (Table 1) . In Table 5 , there is apparently a consistent inverse relationship between horizontal mobility, which may imply upward mobility, and family size.
T o some extent, of course. Social R egister affiliation is achievable. In order to ascertain the hard core of " Old Family" Philadelphians, the 226 persons who were listed in both W ho' s W ho and the Social R egister in 1940 were traced back to the turn of the century. It was found that, of the 149 male parents listed in the Social R egister in 1940, only forty-five were listed, or had parents who were listed, in the Philadelphia Social R egister as of 1900. These forty-five parents, the hard core of " Old Family" Philadelphians and as such neither hori zontally or vertically mobile, should be expected to have larger families than any other group in W ho' s W ho. That these " Proper Philadelphia" parents, many of them descendents of Philadelphia's Colonial aristocracy, reported an average of over three children, and that no less than 40 per cent of them re ported four or more children, tends to substantiate further the fertility/mobility hypothesis.
In Philadelphia in 1940, there were 770 persons listed in W ho' s W ho in A merica. In terms of several logically inferred indices of upward social mobility, the SOI males who reported the names of their children were divided into various sub groups. A consistent inverse relationship between upward mo bility and family size was found to obtain within this Phila delphia elite (Table 6 ). In a sense, the tabulations in Table 6 may be conceived of as a summary of a series of logically manipulated, " ex post facto" experiments.D o the fertility patterns of the small number (54) of women listed in W ho' s W ho tend to support the fertility/mo bility hypothesis? In the first place, one hardly would expect the " emancipated" or career-oriented women listed in W ho' s Approximating the experimental model, we have attempted to test an hy pothesis in a set of contrasting situations; the variable of " social moW ity was injected, as it were, into a succession of partially controlled situations. Green wood, Ernest: E x p e r im e n t a l Sociology, a study in m e t h o d . New York, Kings Crown Press, 1945, Chapter iv. W ho to be familistically inclined. These women in the Phila delphia elite, for example, are much less likely to have ever been married than the men; while over 90 per cent of the men report ever having been married, only 44 per cent of the women so report. The women also listed in the Social R egis ter, however, are more likely to report marriage (64 per cent ever married) than the remaining women (37 per cent ever married). Moreover, the mothers listed in the Social R egis ter report considerably more children than the rest (266 as against 162 children per 100 mothers). Although this elite contains only a small number of women, the less mobile group, like the men, appear to be more familistic.
Social mobility and the attendant decline in traditional, family values characterize the modern world where there are few fixed landmarks and where most men are " constantly spurred on by a desire to rise and a fear of falling." This paper has attempted to indicate how, within a group of distinguished Philadelphians, fertility tends to be inversely related to upward social mobility. While the evidence is limited quantitatively, the consistent differences in fertility, as between the various sub-groups within this relatively homogeneous elite, provide some insight into the nature of differential fertility. Any con clusions drawn from so limited a source must, of course, remain highly tentative.
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